
WHAT YOU NEED TO  
KNOW ABOUT 
HEPATITIS AND HIV
People who are living with HIV are more likely to be diagnosed  
with hepatitis. While HIV does not cause hepatitis and vice versa, 
it can make it easier for the other to enter your system. Hepatitis and 
HIV share routes of transmission, including vertical transmission, 
injection drug use, and sexual contact.1   

In many countries, HIV and hepatitis are highly prevalent. These countries 
include China, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, and South Africa. 

Globally, 87% of people living with HIV have been diagnosed,6 but only 
27% of people living with hepatitis B and 36% of people living with hepatitis 
C have been diagnosed.5 This varies greatly globally with diagnoses rates 
for hepatitis B being lower than 10% in AFRO and SEARO regions: 5

WHO region
Diagnosis of 
people with 
hepatitis B5

Diagnosis of 
people with 
hepatitis C5

Diagnosis  
of people  
with HIV6

Global   27% 36% 87%

AFRO 6% 12% 90%

PAHO 23% 40% 87%

SEARO 3% 21% 85%

EURO 23% 45% 72%

EMRO 14% 44% 37%

WPRO 53% 50% 78%

1.8 million
people acquired viral
hepatitis in 2024. 5

Nearly

300 million 
people live with hepatitis 
globally – 240 million 
with hepatitis B and 47 
million with hepatitis C.5

3 million
people are estimated 
to live with both HIV 
and hepatitis C.3

7.4 percent 
of people living with 
HIV also live with 
hepatitis B. 2  
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WHAT IS HEPATITIS?

viruses – types A, B, C, D, and E. Hepatitis B and hepatitis 
C can lead to chronic, lifelong illness that can cause  
liver cirrhosis (scarring of the liver) or liver cancer. 2,3,7,8,9  

Type of hepatitis Vaccine Treatment Cure

Hepatitis A Yes No Most people make  
a full recovery

Hepatitis B Yes Yes In development

Hepatitis C No – Yes

Hepatitis D No Yes No

Hepatitis E No Yes Most people make  
a full recovery

What are the 
symptoms  
of hepatitis?
Some of the symptoms 
of hepatitis include  
fever, diarrhoea, 
nausea, dark urine and 
jaundice (a yellowing  
of the eyes and skin). 

Not everyone will
experience the same or 
all of the symptoms. 

Many people living with 
hepatitis B and C don’t 
show any symptoms for 
years.2,3,7,8,9

 

HOW CAN I GET TESTED FOR HEPATITIS?

While many people know that they are living with HIV, they don’t know their 
hepatitis status. The only way to know for sure if you have hepatitis or  
HIV is to get tested. It is important to know if you are living with hepatitis to 
monitor your health, as living with both hepatitis and HIV may worsen the 
health outcomes of both conditions.

 

Unfortunately, hepatitis testing isn’t always free or easy to access everywhere. 

hepatitis organisation here: www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/our-members

Knowing your status gives you essential information to protect your health.

Did you know?
Hepatitis B and HIV 
can be treated with 
the same medicines.2 

For more information and resources on hepatitis, 
please visit www.worldhepatitisalliance.org

Learn more:


