Call for Applications: SAFEStart+ Global Community Advisory Board (G-CAB)

Be a Voice for Change in Eliminating Vertical Transmission of HIV, Syphilis, Hepatitis
B, and Chagas Disease

What is SAFEStart+?
Through partnership and funding from Unitaid, Program for Appropriate Technology in Health

(PATH) and the project’s co-leads, the International Community of Women living with HIV
Eastern Africa (ICWEA) and the World Hepatitis Alliance (WHA), are leading a four-year
project designed for maximum reach and impact: SAFEStart+. This project is accelerating
demand and adoption of evidence-based approaches and integrated delivery strategies to
eliminate vertical transmission (EVT) of HIV, syphilis, hepatitis B, and Chagas disease, as well
as integrated testing, treatment, and prevention of mpox.

SAFEStart+ is supporting countries and communities to design and scale integrated, people-
centered services that meet local needs. This includes expanding access to new diagnostics
that can detect multiple infections with a single test and reinforcing antenatal care (ANC)
services to deliver preventive treatment when it matters most.

Geography:
SAFEStart+ is working across countries to:

* Scale up integrated EVT programs in four core engagement countries: Malawi, Nigeria,
Paraguay, and Uganda.

» Address specific barriers to EVT scale-up and validation in five focused-activity countries:
Brazil, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Senegal, South Africa, and Vietnam.

* Actively disseminate innovations, successes, and lessons learned to further increase
adoption and scale-up of evidence-based EVT approaches in ten peer-learning countries:
Cambodia, Cote d’lvoire, El Salvador, The Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique,
Philippines, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe.

Why Community Leadership Matters
Community engagement lies at the heart of SAFEStart+. By centring lived experience and

placing communities at the core, the programme aims to ensure alignment with local needs
and priorities, reduce stigma, and increase uptake of services. The project is also improving
health worker training and leading demand generation and advocacy activities in
collaboration with community advisory boards, support groups, and peer networks.

ICWEA and WHA will lead these efforts, which include overseeing community and civil
society engagement through community advisory boards, a small grants programme,
community-led monitoring, advocacy, and demand creation. This approach will enable
countries to address gaps and reduce stigma within service delivery systems, while
promoting tailored, integrated EVT models that are responsive to the needs of the
communities they serve.
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About the G-CAB

The Global Community Advisory Board (G-CAB) will serve as an essential global platform
to ensure that the voices and lived experiences of communities affected by HIV, HBV,
syphilis, and Chagas disease meaningfully shape project priorities, research, advocacy, and
implementation. G-CAB members will advise on community engagement, help co-develop
messaging and tools, and elevate insights from country-level Community Advisory Boards
(C-CABs).

G-CAB Objectives
1. Strengthen EVT stakeholder platforms at country and global levels.
2. Oversee community and civil society leadership strengthening.
3. Provide oversight on and guide project approaches, research, and advocacy efforts.

Key Functions

o Inform project strategy, advocacy, engagement, and learning protocols.
Guide EVT implementation by incorporating community knowledge and data.
Review research tools for the SAFEStart+ values and preferences study.
Co-develop awareness and literacy messaging with C-CABs and peer networks.
Assess impact of community engagement efforts.
Share lessons learned across countries to inform scale-up.
Elevate C-CAB insights to the Programme Steering Committee.

Selection Criteria
o At least one person with lived experience of each of the four diseases, ensuring
equal representation.
o Representation of key populations, particularly young women.
o Representation of community groups that support people, and particularly women,
with lived experience.
e Members with experience working as part of other regional or global groups.

Membership will be for the duration of the SAFEStart+ project (through April 2029). If
replacement members are needed, ICWEA and WHA will work with the remaining members
of the CAB and country partners to identify suitable replacements.

G-CAB Member Responsibilities

o Participate in all meetings, with apologies sent informing in advance when
attendance is not possible.

o Declare conflicts of interest when joining the CAB and report any changes to the
conflict-of-interest information when they arise.

o Protect confidential and sensitive information and documents associated with
SAFEStart+.

e Actively participate in discussions and meetings and commit to an open, honest, and
participatory engagement.

e Support and foster linkages between SAFEStart+ countries.

e Maintain focus on the agreed scope of SAFEStart+ and strive for timely actions and
decisions.

Support Provided
e Volunteer position with a strong voice in global decision-making
» Orientation and ongoing capacity building
o Internet stipends to support virtual participation
o Travel expenses covered for annual in-person meetings
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How to Apply
Deadline to apply: 23:59 GMT Sunday 30 November
Submit to: SAFEStartCAB@path.org
Application must include:
e Your CV
e A cover letter explaining your motivation and how you fit the criteria
e Aletter of support from your organisation or an organisation working on HIV, hepatitis
B, syphilis or Chagas

Join Us
This is your opportunity to help shape global health policy and ensure that the voices of
those most affected by vertical transmission are heard and respected.

For further information, contact: SAFEStartCAB@path.org
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