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Nigeria is disproportionately impacted

by viral hepatitis, with over 14 million
people living with hepatitis B and more than
1 million people living with hepatitis C.

Despite the size of the burden progress has
been slow and financing continues to be a
barrier to elimination. To help address this, in
2017 the World Hepatitis Alliance (WHA) worked
with our members, the Federal Ministry of
Health of Nigeria and the Clinton Health Access
Initiative (CHAI) to cost a comprehensive
hepatitis C programme, develop the investment
case and explore different financing options.

This work highlighted that investing in their
hepatitis C programme at that time could yield
savings close to $1.6 billion USD by 2030

and the full report can be accessed here.

Civil society within Nigeria have been using this
as a call to action at State and National level
and with commodity prices falling, the case for
investment is only getting stronger.

To support this advocacy and address the
challenges in scaling-up hepatitis elimination
activities, in partnership with our members in
Nigeria, we developed and delivered a project in
2023 which advocates for greater financing for
viral hepatitis programmes.

To achieve this the project includes the
below pillars of work:

O Deliver training for WHA members and
other advocates to increase their ability to
effectively advocate for financing for hepatitis
programmes.

O Raise awareness to increase the number of
people demanding action by the Federal and
State governments.

O Influence policy makers to develop
champions within the Federal and State
Ministries who can help drive domestic and
catalytic financing options forward.

Together these activities have strengthened
efforts to unlock financing for viral hepatitis and
so ensured that more Nigerians have been able
to access screening, diagnosis and care.
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Training

Online training was delivered in the form of two
webinars for advocates within the country. The
first webinar was delivered by Chukwuemeka
Agwuocha, from CHAI, offering engaging insight
on the global targets for the elimination of viral
hepatitis, the current levels of investment in viral
hepatitis elimination programmes in Nigeria, and
the investment case for hepatitis elimination.

The second was delivered by Dr Ruth Adabe
Bello, from Nasarawa State AIDS Control
Agency, and focussed on the different pathways
available for testing, treating and preventing viral
hepatitis, the cost that testing and treatment
incurs, and how we can how help to improve
access to treatment for viral hepatitis in Nigeria.
Both webinars were highly attended and are
readily available to watch here.

Driving action on the ground

In order to effectively raise awareness and
influence policy makers we partnered with two
of our member organisations from Nigeria,
Women and Children Health Empowerment
Foundation (WACHEF) from Taraba State, and
Care for Social Welfare International (CASWI)
from Cross River State.

Both Cross River and Taraba
States have a population of over

3 million people, and have among
the highest prevalence of hepatitis
B and hepatitis C in Africa.
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We worked with both organisations to develop
and deliver bespoke advocacy plans for

each State that had the shared objective of
increasing funding at the State level. We also
worked with them to develop a messaging
framework that they could then use as part

of the project. This helped to enhance their
awareness and education campaigns and they
used this messaging to create materials that
were tailored for the intended audience and
addressed local myths and misconceptions.

Both CASWI and WACHEF also undertook
careful stakeholder mapping to identify and
reach potential champions in all political parties
with the aim of creating cross-party support

for funding viral hepatitis programmes. Along
with stakeholders within the Federal and State
governments, they also identified and developed
champions in key agencies within their states.
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Women and Children Health
Empowerment Foundation

(WACHEF)

WACHEF had the below
objectives which were tailored to
their state and local community.

1. To create a budget line for viral hepatitis
in the 2024 State budget or possibly in the
2023 supplemental budget.

2. To ensure the release of at least 80% of the
amount budgeted by 2024 and beyond.

3. To advocate for sustainable domestic
financing for viral hepatitis B and C in
Taraba State.

4. To reduce the stigma and discrimination faced
by people with or at risk of viral hepatitis.

5. To enhance greater involvement of five
private sectors organizations and two
implementing partners in financing viral
hepatitis by the end of 2023.

6. To build the capacity of viral hepatitis B and
C focused charity-based organisations on
resource mobilization for viral hepatitis.

M & The project has
significantly enhanced

our organizational
capacity and improved our
planning processes. gy

WACHEF

WACHEF undertook
the following activities:

Raising awareness

O Preventive awareness lectures at the
Muwanshat College of Health and
Technology, Jalingo.

O Free testing, resulting in 576 people
being tested, and counselling for
the students of Muwanshat College of
Health and Technology, Jalingo.

O Jingles airing on radio talks show across
selected media houses.

O Posting of hepatitis awareness posters
across the state.

Influencing

O Advocacy Visit to The Provost Muwanshat
College of Health Science and Technology
Jalingo, Taraba State.

O Advocacy visit to the Taraba State Primary
Healthcare Agency (TSPHCDA).

O Advocacy visit to the Ministry for Budget and
Planning.

O Advocacy visit to newly politically elected
governments officials (executive and state
legislators).

O Advocacy visits to traditional and religious
leaders and groups in the state.
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WACHEF had the following impact:

As a result of the advocacy and capacity building measures
implemented, WACHEF achieved the following:

O WACHEF employed SMART advocacy O WACHEF offered education to community
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techniques to engage stakeholders,
advocating for financing to address viral
hepatitis within Taraba state. The outcome
was highly successful, leading to the

creation of the dedicated budget line in 2023
supplemental budget and the 2024 budget for
the hepatitis programme in the state.

To promote the long-term viability of domestic
funding for addressing viral hepatitis B and C
in Taraba State, WACHEF undertook a visit
to the Commissioner for Health. WACHEF
recommended the incorporation of hepatitis
prevention and treatment initiatives into the
health policies and programs of Taraba State.
The meeting resulted in an increased budget
allocation, from 115 million in 2023, to 167
million in 2024.
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members regarding viral hepatitis. This
educational effort involved the use of
carefully crafted key messages designed to
reduce stigma and discrimination. WACHEF
created jingles which were aired twice a week
from June to December 2023, two billboards
placed in prominent locations in Jalingo, and
500 flyers containing messages about viral
hepatitis in both English and Hausa.

Through WACHEF’s advocacy and
educational outreaches, they helped increase
the amount of people seeking hepatitis

B and C testing services. The number of
tests conducted in the general population
increased from 317 in 2022, to 576 in 2023.
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Care for Social Welfare
International (CASWI)

CASWI had the below
objectives, tailored to their state
and local community.

1. Toincrease the level of awareness among
the general public, healthcare providers and
elected/appointed government officials on
viral hepatitis in the state.

2. Toincrease political will and motivation
among parliament members (house
committee on Health), Executive arms
(Executive governor, Commissioner of
Health), traditional and religious leaders to
address viral hepatitis funding gap in the
in the state.

3. To address local myths and misconceptions
around hepatitis vaccines and treatment in
the face of COVID 19.

4. To promote the special bills to
fund hepatitis programmes separately
outside HIV/AIDs merged funding
programmes that are currently in use.

5. To help secure the establishment of viral
hepatitis help desk across the 18 local
Government Area of the General Hospital
that has been pending since the introduction
of the innovation by CASWI in Collaboration
with State Ministry of Health.

CASWI undertook the
following activities:

Raising awareness

Training sessions with selected hepatitis
champions from Cross River State

Ministry of Health and Cross River State
Primary Health Care Development Agency.

Seminar presentations across various
religious establishments in the state
(churches and mosques).

Seminar presentations across selected
community members (local government
association leaders, community leaders,
youth group leaders, women group leaders
and village association groups).

Seminar presentations across different
market unions in the state (Watt Market,
Marian Market,

Efia ette market village markets).

Seminar presentations across different
transport unions in the state (keke union
and tax union) and different youth groups in
the state.

Posting of hepatitis awareness posters
across the state and jingles airing on radio
talks show across two media houses over
a period of three months in English, Pigin
English and Efik language respectively.
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Influencing

Advocacy visit to newly politically elected
governments officials (executive and state
legislators).

Advocacy visits to traditional and religious
leaders and groups in the state.

Advocacy visit to governments parastatals
officials.

Stakeholder engagement with educational
institutions and youth groups in the state.

The project increased
our organizations visibility,

improved our awareness
creation capabilities,

and helped strengthen
our partnership with the
State Ministry of Health in
Cross River State.

CASWI

CASWI had the following
impact:

Through CASWI’s advocacy outreach, they
helped to increase the awareness of viral
hepatitis in their state and reduce local myths
and misconceptions around vaccination and
treatment. After their advocacy interventions,
CASWI saw an increased number of
community members approaching them for
viral hepatitis testing, receiving 150 calls
related to their outreach, as opposed to the
19 calls received the year previous.

CASWI helped to secure a commitment
made by political leaders in the state to
increase funding for viral hepatitis, this
commitment was seen in the legislative

arms of government, agreeing to sponsor a
hepatitis specific bill that will be developed by
the state ministry of health.

CASWI helped to advocate for the allocation
of counterpart funding for a viral hepatitis
project in their State, this being agreed
upon by the executive arms of government.
Additionally, religious and traditional rulers
in the state agreed to conduct awareness
creation activities in their communities and
encouraged their members to get screened
and vaccinated for hepatitis.

CASWI paid an advocacy visit to the State
ministry of health, where they emphasized
the importance of a bill to fund hepatitis
programmes separately outside HIV and
AlDs. This visit led the State ministry of
health to engage with the Federal ministry
and other partners, resulting in the
development of a three-year strategic plan for
the elimination of viral hepatitis in the State.

CASWI screened a total of 457 individuals
for World Hepatitis Day, and distributed
2000 copies of educational materials on viral
hepatitis prevention.
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