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In June 2024, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance launched 
its hepatitis B birth dose grant programme. The 
programme was previously paused because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Now, 38 countries will be able to 
apply for funding to introduce the hepatitis B birth dose 
vaccine into their immunisation programmes.

It is critical that civil society organisations and 
other stakeholders advocate to their ministries 
of health and encourage them to apply for Gavi 
support as soon as possible.

The support will have a significant impact on hepatitis 
B incidence. In 2022, 63% of the new hepatitis B 
infections were in the WHO AFRO region, with only 
18% of babies receiving the birth dose vaccine.1  
32 of the Gavi- eligible countries are in this region 
and the funding will allow governments to vaccinate 
thousands of babies, and so help prevent mother to 
child transmission of hepatitis B.2 

The World Hepatitis Alliance and the Hepatitis B 
Foundation have developed this community briefing to 
support local advocacy efforts. 

What does Gavi’s hepatitis B birth 
dose vaccine grant provide?
Gavi’s grant provides support for the introduction of the 
hepatitis B birth dose vaccine into routine immunisation 
schedules.5 The support may include:

•	 Gavi Co-financing Policy: vaccine procurement 
and supplies, such as injection safety devices. 
Countries will have to pay $0.20 per vaccine and 
Gavi will cover the remaining of the total cost 
($0.24) per each vaccine.6,7 

•	 Vaccine Introduction Grants (VIGs): financial 
support for activities to support the introduction of 
the hepatitis B birth dose vaccine. It will also cover 
either the cost of $0.80 per child in the birth cohort 
or $100,000 (whichever is the higher cost).

•	 Other Gavi support: countries are encouraged 
to apply for Health Systems Strengthening grants, 
Targeted Country Assistance, and Equity Accelerator 
Fund, to help support the introduction and scale  
up delivery of the hepatitis B birth dose vaccine.

More information about the hepatitis B birth  
dose programme can be found on page 42 of the  
Gavi Vaccine Funding Guidelines.

Who is Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance?
Gavi is an international organisation that seeks to improve access to new and underused 
vaccines for children living in the world’s poorest countries. Gavi has vaccinated more than  
1 billion children in 78 lower-income countries for diseases such as measles, typhoid,  
hepatitis B and yellow fever, and now hepatitis B birth dose.3 Eligible countries can apply for 
Gavi grants to receive support for introducing vaccines and to strengthen health systems.4 

https://www.gavi.org/sites/default/files/support/guidelines-2024/GAVI-Vaccine-Funding-Guidelines-july2024.pdf
https://www.gavi.org/
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When is the deadline to 
apply for Gavi support?
The next deadline to apply is 23 September 2024. 
In 2025 and following years, there will be  
three further application opportunities in January, 
April and September.4 

Find the full Gavi Vaccine Funding Guidelines here. 

What does Gavi’s hepatitis B birth 
dose grant NOT provide?
Gavi support currently (as of August 2024) does not 
cover births outside of health facilities. Gavi is  
looking to extend the grant to out-of-facility births in 
later funding windows, but countries are encouraged to 
improve access to vaccines for children born out  
of health facilities.5

Who can submit applications for  
Gavi support?
Only ministries of health can apply for Gavi support 
for their country, but civil society organisations can 
be included as partners in the application.8 Gavi 
encourages countries to demonstrate their aim to 
build trust in immunisation services through strong 
community engagement and to allocate 10% of their 
proposed funding to support civil society. 

Can my country apply for Gavi 
support?
Gavi bases country eligibility to apply for support on 
their national income and reviews the qualification 
criteria every few years.9 There are also specific  
criteria for each type of support, which is included in 
the application guidelines.

38 countries are currently eligible to apply for Gavi 
support to introduce the hepatitis B birth dose vaccine: 
Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Niger, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, 
Uganda, Yemen, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.5

My country has already introduced  
the hepatitis B birth dose vaccine.  
Can my government still apply for  
Gavi support?
Unfortunately, eligible countries that have already 
introduced the hepatitis B birth dose vaccine are 
not eligible for Gavi’s vaccine procurement support 
or VIGs. These countries can still apply for Health 
Systems Strengthening grants to support their  
hepatitis B birth dose programmes. However, countries 
that introduced the hepatitis B birth dose vaccine  
after the December 2018 Gavi Board Vaccine 
Investment Strategy are eligible for all available Gavi 
support in the Vaccine Funding Guidelines, and are 
included in the list above.5

How can I support my country’s 
application?
Two countries have already applied for Gavi support, but 
36 eligible countries have not yet submitted applications. 
Civil society organisations and other stakeholders 
have an important role to play in advocating to their 
ministries of health and encouraging them to apply for 
Gavi support as early as possible.

Advocates should also ensure that ministries of health 
are allocating funding to civil society as part of their 
applications to help build trust in immunisation services. 
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