
Quarter one  
2020 highlights



We produced a new  
advocacy resource aimed at 

people in  countries that 
 receive Global Fund support to 
help them to advocate for the  

inclusion of hepatitis C and HIV  
co-infection programmes  

within their countries’ funding 
requests. Click here to view. 

 
 

We supported the  
launch of the route map for 

hepatitis elimination in  
London, UK with our member 

The Hepatitis C Trust. The new route 
map sets out an ambitious plan for 

London which could see London 
become the first city to 

eliminate hepatitis.

 
 

We attended the African  
Union meeting in Ethiopia 
where WHA Past-President  
Michael Ninburg chaired a  

roundtable on viral hepatitis  
elimination in Africa. 

As the world’s only global patient organisation acting 
on behalf of the 325 million people living with viral 
hepatitis, WHA advocates for change to realise the 
global goal of eliminating viral hepatitis by 2030.
Our advocacy and campaigns build on the insights 
generated by our programmes and our member  
organisations around the world, and encompass 
research development, in-country activities,  
communications, public campaigning and  
influencing high-level policy discussions.

 
WHA CEO, Cary 

James, attended the 
Prince Mahidol Award  

Conference on Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC) in  

Thailand. Cary, a board member of 
the Civil Society Engagement  

Mechanism (CSEM) for UHC met 
with felow CSEM members to  

discuss how organisations 
working in hepatitis can 

engage with UHC.

“To get to UHC, we need to have UHC as 
political not technical movement, we need 
to mobilize civil society and the 
community, we need to be patient and 
persistent.”

Justin Koonin, UHC CSEM speaking at the Prince  
Mahidol Award Conference 

High level advocacy 

https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/global-fund


I was a successful sportsman 
in Ukraine when I was 
younger.

When I stopped practising 
sport, I got acquainted with 
some people and started to 
use drugs and steal things.

I injected drugs for 
many years. I have four 
convictions.

I returned to Armenia in 
2009. After a few months 
I became very ill and was 
diagnosed with tuberculosis 
(TB), HIV, and hepatitis C 
which had progressed to 
cirrhosis. I was hospitalised 
in a TB dispensary.

I was in a critical condition, 
dying, because I never got 
tested, never even thought 
about it. But in reality I 
have three diseases. And by 
“helping” each other they 
made me critically ill.

Doctors were hopeless. My 
relatives were told that I had 
only a few days to live. My 
wife left me, taking my child. 
My parents were not in 
Armenia, and I didn’t want 
to worry them.  
 

I really needed someone 
near me, to give me 
strength, to tell me that 
everything would be fine, 
but there was no one.  
 
Luckily, I began to recover. 
I left the hospital after six 
months and continued 
treatment at an ambulatory.

If I was smart and had 
been tested earlier, I would 
never have been in that 
critical condition. Today I 
urge others to get tested; 
many complications can 
be avoided through early 
diagnosis, especially given 
that treatment for HIV, 
tuberculosis and hepatitis C 
in the Republic of Armenia is 
now completely free.

Thank God, I have now 
overcome hepatitis C and 
tuberculosis but I am still 
living with HIV.

Today, I work with Positive 
People Armenian Network, 

“It’s WHA’s passion to 
improve the lives of 
people living with 
viral hepatitis around 
the world. 

Arman from 
Armenia shares his 
inspirational story 
which demonstrates 
the need for the work 
WHA and its members 
undertake. 

“I was dying, 
because I never got 
tested, never even 
thought about it.”

“Get tested. Take 
treatment if you 
need it and live a 
full life!”

See more stories and submit your own at  
www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/wall-stories

a nongovernmental 
organization, to support 
people living with TB, 
hepatitis and HIV.  
 
This is a place where you are 
not afraid of disclosing your 
status, not afraid you will be 
hired or fired because of it.

I often visit Abovyan TB 
dispensary, where I was 
lying close to death, and try 
to give patients the support 
I didn’t have.

I share with them their pain, 
their happiness. Patients 
trust me as I am also living 
with HIV.

We see stigmatising 
attitudes towards our 
patients, even among 
medical professionals. 
We have worked hard 
over many years and have 
managed to ensure our 
patients aren’t rejected from 
hospitals, but the attitude is 
the same. 
 
Their attitudes only shift 
when we are with our 
patients. Sometimes, the 
only option is for us to be 

near our patients all the 
time, not even to go home, 
to make sure the patients 
are OK.

I meet patients who are 
newly diagnosed, and it 
is very strange for them 
when they hear that they 
will need to take pills for 
the rest of their lives. But I 
have been taking my pills 
conscientiously for eight 
years and thanks to that, 

I now have a new family. I 
have a healthy wife, and a 
healthy baby girl.

Life goes on. I am living a 
full life. I don’t differentiate 
myself from other people. 
I don’t pose a danger to 
society. 
 
Don’t be scared! Get tested. 
Take treatment if you need 
it and live a full life.

”

Our motivation

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/wall-stories


 We held a key role 
in organising an  

advocacy day providing 
capacity-building to civil  
society organisations to  

advocate for a person-centred 
health approach for people who use 
drugs. This was part of the first ever 

International Network on 
 Hepatitis in Substance Users 

(INHSU) in Africa meeting 
in Cape Town, South  

Africa.

 
We developed and 
launched two case 

 studies by our members: 
one on lobbying parliament to 
finance hepatitis elimination in 

Mongolia, and one on  
improving access to healthcare for 

high risk groups in India. These 
are published on our Find the 

Missing Millions advocacy 
resource.

We held the second in our 
series of webinars on testing 

for hepatitis B and C with FIND. 
The webinar explored strategies to  

increase access to testing and  
subsequent linkage to care for 
hepatitis C. Click here to view.

“Thank you, very well done. All of these 
HCV projects are very important…to 
reach HCV elimination goal.”

Feedback from a viewer of the FIND webinar 

Community empowerment  

We held a NOhep 
Medical Visionaries  

meeting at APASL for the 
first time, bringing medical 

professionals and civil society 
 together from across the  

Asia-Pacific region, to discuss the 
role of decentralisation in  

reaching  elimination. View 
the video here.

WHA believes that the patient voice is an essential  
element of any health response. With a membership 
of 290+ groups in 95 countries, it is important that our 
members are adequately supported to deliver their 
work on the ground. WHA runs global campaigns, 
convenes high-level events, builds capacity through a 
range of advocacy resources and leads a number of  
activities to support the development of local  
organisations, thus ensuring that people living with 
viral hepatitis can drive change towards elimination.

https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/missing-millions/
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/feb-2020/catch-our-second-webinar-find
https://www.nohep.org/news-resources/nohep-medical-visionaries-meeting-bali-2020/


Awareness raising 

WHA President Dr Su Wang 
was featured in the #YourLiver 

campaign which was included in 
the Guardian newspaper in the  

United Kingdom and shared  
internationally. Click here to view.

 
 
 
 

We began gathering new  
patient stories to help raise the  

patient voice, with a special focus on 
the impact of stigma and  

discrimination.

 
 

New WHA President  
Dr Su Wang wrote a powerful 

message to members about the 
role the patient voice has in  

hepatitis elimination. Click here  
to read the message.  

Despite the huge burden of viral hepatitis, very low 
awareness about the disease persists. In order to put 
a stop to the high levels of stigma and  
discrimination surrounding the condition, and to 
find the millions of people currently unaware of their 
status, it’s crucial that WHA continues to lead on and 
support  awareness-raising initiatives.

“Hepatitis B and C claim 1.4 million lives 
every year: more than HIV and Malaria. 
I am living with hepatitis B, the apathy 
and lack of prioritisation is alarming.”

Dr Su Wang writing in the Guardian newspaper

https://issuu.com/mediaplanetuk/docs/your_liver_q1_2020
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/mar-2020/message-su-wang-world-hepatitis-alliance-president
https://issuu.com/mediaplanetuk/docs/your_liver_q1_2020


Organisational update

 
 

We welcomed  
 
 

new members from Sierra Leone, 
North Macedonia, Indonesia, 
Cambodia and the Gambia.  

Click here to read more. 

 
 
 

We welcomed  
 
 

new board members.  
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Alioune Coulibaly- AFRO 
Regional Board member  
 
Alioune is President of the Association of Support in 
the Development of Activities of Population, a health 
NGO in Mali working in over 25 districts. He is a 
passionate advocate for maternal health and the  
prevention of mother to child transmission.

Gamal Shiha MD- EMRO  
Regional Board member  
 
Gamal is the Founder and Head of the  
Association of Liver Patients’ Care in Egypt and 
the CEO of the Egyptian Liver Research Institute 
and Hospital. He is an elected Head of  the  
commitee for Education and Scientific Research 
in the Egyptian parlament. 

Lien Tran- WPRO Regional 
Board member 
 
Lien is a Vietnamese epidemiologist and PhD 
scholar at the WHO Collaborating Centre for Viral 
Hepatitis- Doherty Institute, Australia. She is an 
active community advocate at state, national and 
international levels. 

 
 
 

WHA now has 
 
 

members in 95 countries. 
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https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/hepvoice_march2020final.pdf#page=9
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/mar-2020/message-su-wang-world-hepatitis-alliance-president
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/jan-2020/world-hepatitis-alliance-welcomes-three-new-board-members
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/apr-2020/hepvoice-marchapril-out-now
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/apr-2020/hepvoice-marchapril-out-now
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/apr-2020/hepvoice-marchapril-out-now
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/our-members
https://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/news/jan-2020/world-hepatitis-alliance-welcomes-three-new-board-members


www.worldhepatitisalliance.org

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org

