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As World Hepatitis Day (WHD) gets ever closer, 
it’s important to remember the individual impact 
each and every one of us can make towards the 
elimination of viral hepatitis. Last month we 
launched this year’s WHD campaign - #ShowYourFace 
– and the response has been phenomenal. Hundreds 
of individuals and organisations are already adopting 
it to show both the impact we as individuals can have 
on tackling hepatitis but also – and crucially – the 
impact viral hepatitis can have on us, the individuals. 
Our Wall of Stories re-launch goes one step further 
in telling these stories and truly showing how viral 
hepatitis can affect our lives. Do take some time to 
read through the stories from people who have been 
brave enough to share. 

It is always encouraging see viral hepatitis also being 
championed at higher levels and this month saw 
our Executive Board Member, Kenneth Kabagambe, 
meet with the Ministry of Health in Rwanda as well 
as Bollywood megastar, Amitabh Bachchan, back our 
cause.

So as World Hepatitis Day gets nearer, it is time to 
feel inspired and empowered by the stories of others 
fighting for a world free from viral hepatitis and 
ensure we play our part in the elimination of this 
global killer. 

We hope you enjoy reading!

Raquel Peck
Chief Executive Officer 

A note from the CEO of the World Hepatitis Alliance

Want to contribute?
We welcome your contributions so please get in touch at
contact@worldhepatitisalliance.org to have your news included in future 
issues and feel free to share the magazine with your network
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Join the #ShowYourFace Thunderclap

As part of the WHD campaign we have set up a Thunderclap 
- a fantastic tool that allows a single message to be mass-
shared at a specific time and date and reach as many people 
as possible. Last year our Thunderclap helped us reach 
over 14.5 million people and this year we hope to get our 
message to an even greater audience. By signing up to the 
Thunderclap, a message will be shared via your Facebook 
or Twitter on 28 July and you will join the collective voice 
on World Hepatitis Day. To create a buzz we’re asking you to 
add your support and encourage your networks to take part 
too! 

Sign up here today!

Learn top tips and boost your 
organisation’s profile online

Join us for a special webinar where WHA staff and 
communications experts will provide an overview of this 
year’s social media campaign, discuss ideas on using social 
media to promote your WHD activities and share top tips 
on increasing engagement. The webinar will also look 
at how to secure media coverage and make the most of 
patient case studies as well as insights from WHA members. 

Register here for the webinar taking place:
Wednesday 14 June 2pm BST/ 9am EST/ 11pm AEST

World Hepatitis Alliance Activities

World Hepatitis Day 2017
From promoting activities and bringing advocates together to raising 
awareness of hepatitis and sharing key campaign messages, social media can 
help drastically boost our impact on World Hepatitis Day. This year there are 
a number of ways to make the most of social media to mark the day:

#ShowYourFace selfie tool

• Visit www.worldhepatitisday.org and click onto the #ShowYourFace 
selfie tool

• Take a selfie or upload your photo and add your own personal I AM 
statement

• Your #ShowYourFace selfie will be added to the gallery in the 
ELIMINATE HEPATITIS branding

• Share your selfie on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram with the hashtags 
#ShowYourFace and #NOhep

Take a #ShowYourFace selfie here

Share graphics on social 
media

To help raise awareness of the burden 
and impact of viral hepatitis, we have 
created infographics and social media 
graphics based on the WHO Global 
Hepatitis Report, 2017. These are 
great to share on social media or even 
post them on your website or use at 
your events. 

Download materials here

Why not publish a short I 
AM video? In your video 
you could explain why 
you are showing your face 
and what you are doing to 
help eliminate hepatitis. 
E.g. “I am showing my face 
for World Hepatitis Day 
and speaking out for our 
community. Together we can 
eliminate hepatitis”.

Create a selfie video

https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/57888-showyourface-on-whd
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6761165662781786625?source=hepVoice+May
http://www.worldhepatitisday.org/showyourface
http://www.worldhepatitisday.org/campaign-materials
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Wall of Stories 

Change the way the world sees viral hepatitis

World Hepatitis Alliance Activities

Together our stories can change the way the world sees viral hepatitis. The 
stories of those living with or impacted by viral hepatitis can help educate 
and raise awareness, provide support and inspiration, tackle stigma and 
discrimination, and highlight the true impact of this global disease.

This is why this month we re-launched the Wall of Stories which you can 
explore by clicking here.

Help us raise awareness of viral hepatitis by submitting a contribution; you 
can write a short story, create a poem, or pen a letter to hepatitis, or you 
can send us a short video or photo essay highlighting your experiences. We 
accept entries in all languages! 

Wall of Stories Snapshots
To highlight the true impact of viral hepatitis on individuals’ lives, we 
profile a story from our Wall of Stories each month. This month Baltazar 
from the Philippines shares his heart-breaking story of how hepatitis B 
has torn his family apart.

 Each day I wake up is a 
triumph in my fight to live. “ ” “I am Baltazar C. Lucas, 32 years old. I have been diagnosed with Liver 

Cancer from Hepatitis B. Between 2008-2013, I lost all 3 of my brothers 
to Hepatitis B and Liver Cancer. As the last of my brothers remaining, 
it can be easy to lose hope, but I am also a son, a husband and a 
father, and I cling to the hope that I will not leave my remaining family 
prematurely. I tell my story in the hope that others may learn about 
how common hepatitis B is, how deadly it can be, but also how early 
detection can help.”

Baltazar C. Lucas, Philippines

Watch Baltazar’s video story here

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/wall-stories
https://youtu.be/GwSpFeku83U
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World Hepatitis Alliance member activities

Hepatitis Awareness Month
Every May advocates in the United States celebrate Hepatitis Awareness 
Month and National Hepatitis Testing Day on 19 May. The month long 
campaign aims to raise much needed awareness of viral hepatitis among the 
public and encourage people to come forward for testing. WHA members 
across the United States marked the occasion: 

National Hepatitis Testing Day - USA

• WHA member HBI-Minnesota celebrated Hepatitis Awareness Month 
by visiting the Hmong Cultural Center where they educated and tested 
students for hepatitis B. They also featured on a special broadcast on 
Hmong-FM Radio. 

• WHA member San Francisco HepC Task Force spent National Hepatitis 
Testing Day offering free HIV and hepatitis C tests at Mission Wellness 
Pharmacy. 

• WHA member Liver Health Connection tested 140 people for hepatitis 
C in locations including Grand Junction, Fort Collins, Pueblo, Colorado 
Springs and multiple metro stations in Denver.

• WHA member Climbing for Carleen organised free hepatitis C testing in 
Colorado as well as climbing Manitou Incline to raise awareness of the 
importance of getting tested.

• WHA Executive Board Member for the Americas Region Su Wang 
hosted a programme at the Center for Asian Health on hepatitis B that 
provided information on the virus, fatty liver and complications as well as 
transmission risks, diagnosis and treatment. Free hepatitis B testing was 
also provided and NOhep was used throughout the activities.

HBI-Minnesota HBI-Minnesota

San Francisco HepC Task Force Liver Health Connection

Climbing for Carleen Center for Asian Health

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/hbi-minnesota-mn
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/san-francisco-hepatitis-c-task-force
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/liver-health-connection
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/climbing-carleen
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World Hepatitis Alliance member activities

22 May was celebrated as the Liver Health Day (Día de la Salud Hepática) in 
Mexico and WHA member FundHepa held a number of events to mark the day. 
They held a conference with the Ministry of Health as well as providing hepatitis 
C tests across the country, testing over 8,000 people.

Mexico

WHA Member updates from around the world

We love to highlight the great work of our members, so get in touch 
with updates on your national activities. 

WHA member Hepatitis Foundation of Tripura organised Livercon IV at 
Agartala Government Medical College on 6-7 May. The event aimed to make 
specialists and practicing doctors aware about the latest in hepatology 
and ultimately to translate it into better patient care and was attended by 
representatives from the Ministry of Health of India and the Ministry of 
Health of Tripura as well as Dr Mamun Al Mahtab from fellow WHA member 
Viral Hepatitis  Foundation Bangladesh.

India

WHA member Asociación Comunidad Hepatitis C Uruguay organised an 
event outside the Ministry of Health on 23 May called ‘May without Hepatitis 
C’ (Mayo sin Hepatitis C). With the aim of highlighting the lack of access to 
treatment, the organisation handed out flyers and answered questions from 
members of the public in front of the Ministry of Health in Montevideo.

On 19 May WHA member ASSCAT published the latest edition of their 
magazine that aims to contribute information to the goal of eliminating viral 
hepatitis by 2030 and further disseminating the message. In this edition, 
ASSCAT featured interviews from WHA CEO Raquel Peck and WHA board 
member Ammal Mokhtar. Read the magazine here. 

Uruguay Spain

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/fundaci%C3%B3n-mexicana-para-la-salud-hep%C3%A1tica-ac
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/hepatitis-foundation-tripura
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/viral-hepatitis-foundation-bangladesh
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/asociaci%C3%B3n-comunidad-hepatitis-c-uruguay
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/member/associaci%C3%B3-catalana-de-malalts-d%E2%80%99hepatitis-asscat
http://asscat-hepatitis.org/blog/publicaciones/nueva-revista-asscatinforma-no24/


12  May 2017                                    May 2017        13Voicehep Voicehep

Where in the world...

On 16 May WHA President 
Charles Gore attended a meeting 
organised by the South Centre, 
the Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Ecuador, Coalition 
PLUS and UNITAID. At the event 
Charles delivered a presentation on 
hepatitis C while Former President 
of Colombia, H.E. Ernesto Samper 
Pizano who contracted hepatitis C 
from a blood transfusion following 
an assassination attempt gave a 
keynote address. Following the 
meeting the South Centre released 
a research paper on ‘Access to 
Hepatitis C Treatment: A Global 
Problem’.

Geneva, Switzerland
On 8-9 May WHA Executive Board 
Member for the African Region 
Kenneth Kabagambe attended the 
Infectious Disease Symposium in 
Kigali, Rwanda. At the event, which 
brought together delegates from 
Uganda and Rwanda, Kenneth held 
a side meeting in collaboration 
with Dr. Jean Damascene Makuza, 
Ag. Director of Viral Hepatitis and 
STIs, Ministry of Health Rwanda to 
discuss NOhep and the Government 
of Rwanda’s potential role in the 
movement. Throughout the event, 
Kenneth encouraged delegates to 
sign up to NOhep and take part 
in this year’s World Hepatitis Day 
campaign #ShowYourFace.

Kigali, Rwanda

 Breakfast Dialogue on Access to    
 Hepatitis C Treatments

 Infectious Disease Symposium:    
 A Clear Direction Ahead in Infectious Diseases

On 17-18 May the Improving 
Outcomes in Opioid Dependency 
meeting took place in Berlin, 
Germany. WHA was present at the 
event and during a workshop on 

complexities and commonalities in 
hepatitis C care, we spoke on topics 
of new opportunities for improved 
patient outcomes and complex cases 
in hepatitis C management.

Berlin, Germany

 Improving Outcomes in the Treatment  
 of Opioid Dependency

https://www.southcentre.int/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/RP77_Access-to-Hepatitis-C-Treatment-A-Global-Problem_EN.pdf
https://www.southcentre.int/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/RP77_Access-to-Hepatitis-C-Treatment-A-Global-Problem_EN.pdf
https://www.southcentre.int/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/RP77_Access-to-Hepatitis-C-Treatment-A-Global-Problem_EN.pdf
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 World Indigenous Peoples’     
 Conference on viral hepatitis

Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan 
appointed WHO Goodwill Ambassador

On 12 May the World Health 
Organization appointed prominent 
Indian actor Amitabh Bachchan 
as its Goodwill Ambassador for 
Hepatitis in the South-East Asia 
Region (SEARO). At an event to 
mark the occasion, Amitabh said 
“I am absolutely committed to 
the cause of hepatitis. As a person 

living with hepatitis B, I know the 
pain and sufferings that hepatitis 
causes. No one should ever suffer 
from viral hepatitis”. As Goodwill 
Ambassador, Amitabh will help to 
boost awareness and intensify action 
to stop the hepatitis epidemic in the 
region.

Mumbai, India

Viral hepatitis disproportionately 
affects Indigenous populations, 
yet the issue is entirely neglected. 
Aiming to address this imbalance, 
the World Indigenous Peoples’ 
Conference on Viral Hepatitis will 
take place 8-9 August to coincide 

with International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples. The programme 
includes a number of evening events 
such as a dinner banquet at the 
renowned Alaska Native Heritage 
Center. 

Anchorage, Alaska, USA

For more information, visit the World Indigenous 
Peoples’ Conference on Viral Hepatitis website

Watch WHA CEO Raquel Peck explain 
the importance of this event here

Where in the world...

https://www.wipcvh2017.org/
https://youtu.be/GwSpFeku83U
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